Parliamentary Government in England
assume tha<: some of them will have ideas and doctrines
which carry weight—the great officials, for instance, like
the Clerk of the Privy Council, and the heads of the
fighting services are in constant contact with the Monarch.
And the King's personal circle, inevitably,x counts for a
great deal; people like Lord Esher, and, in a less degree,
Sir Ernest Cassel, have made a real impact upon policy
through their access to the King's mind. It is not, I
think, too much to say that, through them and people
like them, whatever opinions are firmly held among the
highly placed persons in the country will reach the King,
and be communicated, with the authority he alone can
attach to them, to the Government of the day. It may be
taken as certain that whatever is thought, for example, in
circles round the Bank of England will find its way to the
Palace. The special relation, too, of the Archbishop of
Canterbury makes him a medium for the communication
of opinion of exceptional importance. What weight, of
course, attaches to what is said and heard we do not
know; we dwell here in a twilight world which prevents
anything from assuming clarity of outline. We can only
hazard the view that the contacts between the Palace and
outside opinion are, even though largely indirect, both
constant and pervasive. The King acts upon the advice
of his ministers. But he puts to his ministers a corpus of
advice and suggestion into which there flow hints, ideas,
doctrines in which the outlook of whatever is both tra-
ditional and powerful in Great Britain has an ample and
continuous place.
But not, be it noted, any other sort of opinion other
than the traditional and powerful in any coherent or
organized way. The King will'know directly what the
great landowner thinks, the great banker, the leaders of
the Conservative Party, the heads of the fighting services,
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